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p " AMRIT MAHAL

he Amritmahal breed is found in Hassan, Chikmagalur and Chitradurga districts of Karnataka state in
southern India. It is a famous draught breed known for its power and endurance. Animals are fiery and active.
Bullocks are especially-suited for trotting and quick transportion. Cows are poor milkers. Between 1572 and
1636 AD the rulers of Mysore reared these cattle to supply milk and milk products to the palace, and to produce
bullocks for movement of army equipments. These cattle consisted of three distinct strains: Hallikar,
Hagalvadi and Chitaldoorg.
Amritmahals are grey cattle but their shade varies from almost white to nearly black. In some animals white
grey markings are present on face and dewlap. Muzzle, face and tail switch are usually black but in older
animals the colour looks lighter. Cows are white, bullocks slightly white and bulls' dark, rusty white and even
interlace to some extent. Typical characteristics of this breed are head shape and horns. Head Amritmahal calf
is long and tapering towards muzzle. Forehead is narrow, bulging out with a furrow in the middle. Horns are
long and emerge from the top of the poll fairly close together in backward and upward direction, turn in and end
in sharp black points. Sometimes the long, sharp points touch each other and appear like torch light. Eyes are
bright. Ears are small, horizontal and
taper to a point. Hump is well developed
and is carried slightly forward. Dewlap is
tine and does not extend very far. Sheath
and navel flap are very small and close to
the body. Legs are medium in length and
well proportioned. Hooves are hard,
close together and small. Skin is thin,
smooth, tight and jet black with short
glossy hair. Udder is small, and compact
with hard and small teats. An adult male
weighs around 500 kg and female around
318 kg. Age at first calving is
1,337.6£115.52 days and milk yield is
572+24 kg. Calving interval is
577.6+24.32 days and lactation length
299410 days.
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BACHAUR

Ihis breed was found in Sitamari and some parts of Madhubani, Darbhanga, Samastipur
and Muzaffarpur districts of Bihar but a recent survey has revealed that the original
breeding tract has shrunken and the Bachaur cattle are now concentrated in the areas
adjoining Nepal border comprising Bachaur and Koilpur subdivisions of Sitamarhi
district. It 1s known for its draught qualities and ability to thrive on poor fodder resources.
This breed has very close similarity to the Hariana breed. The cattle are of gray colour,
compact with straight back, well rounded barrel and short neck. Face 1s short, forechead
broad and flat or slightly convex. Poll is almost absent, prominent eyes and medium sized
horns. Legs are short and thin, medium sized dewlap, short and thick tail and small udder.
Tail switch is either black or white. Cows are poor milker and produce around 540 kg of
milk (range 495 to 605

kg) in a lactation of

around 254 days.

Bullocks can work

about 8 hours without

any break.
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E %:argur is a draught breed found around Bargur hills in Bhavani taluk of Erode district of Tamil Nadu, and are
bred extensively by Lingaiys and Lambadis of that area. This area was earlier a part of Cairn bat are district.
Animals are of Mysore-type, but smaller and more compact. They are very restive and fiery in disposition, and
are difficult to train. They are light in built and are developed mainly for carrying out agricultural operations in
the uneven and hilly terrain. Cattle of this breed are unsurpassed in speed and endurance in trotting.

Bargur cattle are of brown colour with white markings. Some white or dark brown animals are also seen.

Calves are generally brown in colour. Colour does not change with age as in Kangayam and Umblachery

breeds. Animals are well built, compact and medium in size. Head is brownish, well shaped, long and tapering

towards the muzzle. Forehead is slightly prominent and has a deep furrow between the roots of horns. Muzzle

1s moderate and black in colour. Eyes are prominent and bright. Ears are moderately long and erect. Horns are

of light brown colour, moderate length, closer at the roots, inclining backward, outward and upward with a
forward curve and sharp at the tip.
Neck 1s fairly long and thin. Hump
1s moderately developed in females
and well developed in males.
Dewlap is thin and short extending
up to sternum only. Navel flap is
present in many animals. Sheath is
tucked up. These cattle have thin
and bony limbs. Thighs are well
developed. Hindquarters are well
developed and slightly dropping.
Cows have small udders applied
close to the body. Teats are small
and well set apart. Cows are poor
milker, and produce 250 to 1, 300
kg of milk in a lactation period of
27010 310 days.
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BINJHARPURI

I he study on “Survey, evaluation and characterization of Binjharpuri breed
of cattle” made by Orissa Livestock Resources Development Society (OLRDS),
supported by Dept. of Animal Breeding and Genetics, Orissa University of
Agriculture and Technology, Bhubaneswar strongly advocates for improvement of
this breed through selective breeding for the benefit of the farmers. Its estimated
population in 2007 was 67,000 (approx). This is a docile type animal. Its coat’s
colour is white. Some animals are also found of Grey, Black. This breed horns are
mainly curved, upward, inward. Length of ear is approx 20 cm. For head is straights.
The nails of this breed mainly large but females are medium size. Daily milk yield of
this breed 3.23 liter 4.34. liter his draught tolerance and heat tolerance of this breed
is excellent.
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DANGI

I)angi is a draught breed found in a small area of Nasik and Ahmednagar districts in Maharashtra
state including an area in the Western Ghats known as Dangs from which the breed takes its name.
They are well known for their excellent working qualities in heavy rainfall areas, rice fields and

hilly tracts.

Dangi breeders are semi-nomadic. They belong to Kandadi, Mahadeo Koli, Thakar and Maratha
communities, who practice seasonal migration and remain away from their villages for about 9
months in a year (January to September). During the hot and dry season, the breeders migrate
towards coastal areas where grass, tree fodder and water are available to some extent. During the
period of heavy rainfall, they settle down at the foothills for protection from the cold draught.

Dangi cattle have distinct white coat colour with red or black spots distributed unevenly over the
body. Animals are medium in size with deep bodies. Head is usually small with a slightly protruding
forehead. Muzzle is large. Horns are short and thick. Ears are small. Dewlap is slightly pendulous.
Hump is firm and medium in size. Hoovers are black, flint-like and exceptionally hardy. Skin
exudes an oily secretion which protects the animals from heavy rain. Milk yield averages 530 kg
(range 32 to 1,228 kg) in an
average lactation period of 269
days (range 100 to 396 days).
Average fatinmilk 1s 4.3%.

SIl]

JE T §&4 &0 § qeE &
A% U6 SEHETR ol o
e iYedl =)rel 9 grl Sl
21 TE § SHEH M S I B
_ ¥ 9 fady ® |/ A
yde HA B! o frErersiie
59 T P QAT 81
I J&d &9 § $ael, 78ad
PIl, BEHT T HYOT el
g1 foar s 21 3 sfoar o
B AU € HEN
(STer-Fee) ergq wiE |
qTeX & faeRell § U O
d T ®E # AR GAEA
Hl @A 2l T J g AEH
% ¥ rqe ogelt 3 T qe At b Sl = A & ofel Sre-Us, W8 od g et ST 21 A
ot ug St 3 G99 § T N7 UREt &St I qaedl ¥ WAl 06 B ol 39 76 # T 6%
TR Bl 81 T & IR W A A B 1 P 9 i B9 8 @ 21 9gst # i
N SR T TeTRaR adr &1 BT BieT 25T B a9 I 3l AT deh g3 Joid el 81 HH
BIe B ¥ U1 9E HEW SR F oaT 31 W Bl 7 A B 81 LW T & T A FoR
B3 ¥ @ A U THR H A (e & S A a9t @ 9% T H 81 G e
87T 9 9oo-oo T & T0 IAEH 1A # 900 A 90 A BNl 81 FT H T TIHT 8.3

...........




l)euni 1s an important dual-purpose breed of cattle in Maharashtra. These animals are mainly found in the Latur
district and the adjoining area of Prabhani, Nanded and Osmanabad districts of the Marathwada region of
Maharashtra. The name of the breed is derived from Deoni Taluk of the Latur district. Deoni is a medium heavy
animal. It is found in three colour variations viz. Wannera (clear white with black colour at the sides of the face),
Balankya (clear white with black spots on the lower side of the body) and Shevera (white body with irregular
black spots). The body is moderately developed and symmetrical with distinct muscles. The colour of the head
1s black and white in Wannera and Shevera and completely white in the Balankya strain. The forehead is
prominent, broad, slightly bulged and white in all the strains; ears are long and drooping with slightly curved
tips; horns are medium, thick, apart and emerge from the sides of the poles; tips of the horns are blunt; and eyes
are prominent, bright and alert with black eyebrows. The neck is short, strong and well developed. Dewlap is
thick, pendulous, and muscular with folds. It is more pendulous in males than in females. The tail is long
reaching below the hock with
black and white switch. The
udder i1s well attached and
medium in size with squarely
placed black teats. The animals
are docile and calm. Deshpande
and Singh (1977A) observed
lactation milk yield in Deoni
herds ranging from 800 to 1000
kg. Sontakke et al. (1978)
reported average fat percent of
4.29 in 100 samples of Deoni
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GAOLAO

lhe Gaolao is a dual-purpose breed reared for draught (mainly fast transportation) and milk production. This
breed is found in Wardha district of Maharashtra; and Balaghat, Chhindwara, Durg, Rajnandgaon and Seoni
districts of Madhya Pradesh. There is a close similarity between the Ongole and the Gaolao except that the latter
is much lighter with greater agility. Herd size is normally 6 to 8 but some farmers have large herds. Animals are
grazed in the grasslands preserved by the forest department. Grazing is usually available from middle of July to
the end of October. Sorghum is the principal crop of the area. Grains are used for human consumption while the
stover is fed to cattle. Cows and young stock are usually undernourished but bullocks and young male calves
ready for sale are well fed. Cotton seed, linseed or groundnut is given as concentrates. Bullocks are particularly
trained to run fast. Gaolao animals are white or light grey. Males are generally grey over the neck. hump and
quarters, medium sized, light built, narrow and long. Head is markedly long and narrow usually tapering
towards the muzzle. Forehead is usually flat, though it appears to recede at the top, giving a slightly convex
appearance. Eyes are almond shaped and placed slightly at angles. Ears are of medium size and carried high.
Horns are short and stumpy, blunt at the points and curve slightly backward. Hump is well developed, loose and
hangs on one side. Dewlap is voluminous but the sheath is moderately developed. Tail is short, reaching just
below hocks. Average body
weight is around 430 kg in males
and 340 kg in females. Average
age at first calving is around
1,300 days. Milk production is
about 600 kg (range 470 to 725
kg) in a lactation of about 240
days. Fat is about 5.5%. Average
service period is around 93 days
and calving interval around 387
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' GANGATIRI .

" GANGATIRI

/\ nimals of this breed are reared for milk production as well as for agricultural operations.
The animals are kept in open or Kachcha (Chhapper) houses nearby the farmers' houses. The floor
of the animal houses was generally Kachcha. The drainage of animal houses was poor. The animals
are kept for grazing for a period of 6-8 hours in a day. The concentrate feeding/ Balanced feeding
was rarely observed, however, paddy straw along with little amount of concentrate was given to
cows at the time of milking and also to the bullocks. The breeding in about 95% cases was through
natural mating and only 5% animals were bredthrough A_1. The A.I. programme in the area included
the semen of Holstein Friesian breed only. The facility of Gangatiri bull semen was not available in
the area. The farmers were well aware of signs of oestrus and significance of A.l. The herd size
varied from 2 to 50 animals. Large herds were maintained in the diyara, the area adjacent to the river
Ganga and kept only on grazing i.e. zero input system. In villages farmers generally keep 2-3 cows
and a pair of bullock. The communities mainly responsible for developing the breed include Yadav,
Pal and Dushad. However, all the communities are rearing the breed. The rich farmers preferred to
have crossbred animals. High tolerance to drought and heat was found in Gangatiri animals.
Animals are fit for ploughing,
threshing and power works.
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